Notes for the ERIC Conference in Batavia — March 4, 2006

Problems with the Progressive Democrats Suggested Topics:

Most of the suggested topics we received from the Progressive Democrats simply don't go
far enough. The don't address the fundamental issue: Why, in a democracy, do the people
not have control of their own institutions.

In regard to electronic based voting, I think it would be important that as many people as
possible would be able to download the code, read it, understand it, and run it. There
should be no mystery.

Why Democracy Hasn't Been Functioning

According to Ben Teifeld, of NPOTechs.org, the most important problem with our failed
system of voting lies in the human dimension, rather than in the technical or legal
arrangements which underly the system. He does not maintain these things are
unimportant. Instead, he believes we should focus on the disinclination of the ordinary
person to think about, or become involved in, matters of public policy.

Removing Barriers

For this reason, I think we should focus on those things which constitute barriers to public
involvement. Laws restricting access to the ballot make the political groups so established
into quasi-official parties. This undermines the public's sense of involvement in the
system. Why choose, if both choices are sanctioned by the government? If one agrees
with the official parties it is unnecessary to vote. If one does not agree, it is pointless to
do so.

This makes it difficult to pursuade those to become involved who are not already part of
the system. This, by the way, is fully consistent with my thirty plus years as a Democratic
Precinct Captain. People did not vote, because they did not believe.

There are one or two related issues which could also impact public participation.

The laws prevent fusion voting. Fusion voting involves two or more parties agreeing on a
single candidate for a given office. By forbidding fusion, access to the political process is
made more difficult for alternative political viewpoints. An alternative system of vote
counting might also be worth considering. Instant Runoff Voting is the most popular of
these alternative proposals. It ensures that no one can be elected to any office unless he or
she can draw support from a majority of voters.

In addition, it might be wise to consider incorporating statistical methods to ensure
outcomes were indeed honest, i.e., formalize exit polling, and run statistics to determine
how likely it is that official counts were honest when they differ with the exit polls.
Measures such as this will help to increase public confidence in the system.



Some Proposals

1. Easy access to the ballot for third parties.

A legal two party system is incompatible with democracy. As long as one exists we
should assume, as do most people, that the system is fundamentally unfair.

2. Electronic voting — Open Source — Open to Public.

Everyone with knowledge of computers should be looking over the shoulders of those

charged with safeguarding the elections. Anyone with reasonable skill levels should be
able check the code.

3. Instant Runoff Voting(IRV), with “None of the Above.”

No one should be elected to anything without the support of a majority of the voters.
IRV would encourage independent political parties, would make futile attempts by
major parties to rig elections to favor candidates with no popular support. Al Gore
would never have been nominated for President.

4. An End to Patronage.

Fair and honest elections are impossible when the process is dominated by patronage
armies. Some people believe that patronage armies are the only effective
counterweight to the media and to corporate power.

5. Break Up Media Monopolies — Mandate Candidate Access.

Fair and honest elections are impossible without free access to the press for all
viewpoints. If we end patronage, and do not address this issue, there will be no
effective counterweight to the power of the media. A free press is essential in a
democracy. All political parties and all viewpoints should have access to the press.

6. An End to Corporate Campaign Contributions.

Fair and honest elections are impossible when the process is dominated by patronage
armies. When citizens donate $25 to a political campaign, they have to make budget
decision. The citizen know he or she will get nothing back.

When a large corporation donates $1,753,000 to political campaigns, they do so
because they believe they are buying something. Look at the large amounts power
utilities donate to local political figures. Is it any wonder that Chicago is ringed with a
necklace of leaky nuclear power plants. Is it any wonder that our state has made
virtually no progress toward energy independence?

7. Universal Requirements for Citizen Ballot Access.

Large numbers of Americans were denied the right to vote in the last two Presidential
elections.

8. A Workable Recall Process at All Levels of Government.
This should include Federal Offices. Government should be responsive to its citizens.
9. Binding Voter Initiatives at All Levels of Government.

The public should have a way to over-ride their elective representative. In a



democracy, the public should be able to over rule decisions of government..
10.Outlaw Nondisclosure Agreements with Makers of Voting Machines.

The public has a right to know when these corporations are doing something wrong.



